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NOTES AND NEWS 

The eighth annual meeting of the New York State Modem 
Language Association was held at Buffalo, N. Y., on November 
28th and 29th, 1916. At 9:30 a. m., the meeting was called to 
order by the President, Professor Barnes of Union College, who 
presided at all three sessions. 

After appointing the conmaittees on nominations and on resolu- 
tions, the various reports were read and accepted. The program 
as printed in the October Bulletin of the Association was adhered to 
throughout, but in addition we had the pleasure of having with us 
at the Tuesday morning session, as the representative of the State 
Department, Dr. Charles F. Wheelock, Assistant Commissioner of 
Secondary Education, who thanked the Association for its hearty 
co-operation and assured us of the readiness of the authorities at 
Albany to take into account, and to further the desires of this body, 
and to invite and, if possible, to make use of the criticisms and 
suggestions of the teachers in the State. 

Almost the entire Tuesday morning session was spent in discus- 
sing the proposed New York State Syllabus as a guide for modem 
language teachers. This syllabus, as it now stands, approved has 
formed the basis of discussion at several annual meetings and 
embodies the results of a great deal of hard and intensive work 
carried on by committees consisting of members of this association 
and of the State Department. 

Mr. Host reported for his committee on the word-list. This list 
has been under discussion for the last three years. Although it 
first met with the disapproval of the State Department, it was 
favored in 1915 as a step toward increased definiteness in the 
revised syllabus. Thus the new doctmient will contain a list of 
2 500 words, the basic stock of vocabulary in the elementary course, 
1000 of which are to constitute the pupil's active or working 
vocabulary. These Hsts are now being compiled. 

The afternoon session was spent partly in round table gatherings 
of the teachers of French and German respectively. The subject for 
discussion was " Reading texts and Second year readers with special 
reference to Realien." The French meeting was in charge of Mr. 
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Cassasa of Biiffalo and Mr. Miller of Lockport, while Miss Chamot 
of Buffalo lead in the discussion. 

At the German round table the papers read by Miss ICnox of 
Ithaca and Mr. Siekmann of Buffalo as well as the very interesting 
discussion lead by Professor Lowe of Syracuse University showed a 
marked leaning toward the type of reading texts that will furnish 
some information on Germany, on its geography, history, art and 
literature, on its people and their customs and institutions. No 
definite texts were reconmnended on this occasion; short texts, 
however, were considered preferable, since the longer ones often 
grow monotonous and do not afford the needed variety in style and 
thought. 

The topic of Realien was also treated more specifically on 
Wednesday morning by Professor Stroebe of Vassar College. The 
speaker confined herself to "Art in modem language instruction." 
With the aid of well chosen pictures by Schwind, Richter, Durer, 
and Bocklin she demonstrated very ably the possibility of combin- 
ing these classic pictures with the study of even such easy texts as 
Rilbezahl, Peterle von Numberg, AUe Funf, etc., and of giving the 
student a clearer conception of terms as ' ' der Markt , Stadtwall' ' and 
many others. 

Another item of interest was an elucidating statistical report by 
Prof. Decker of Albany on the "Results of examinations for 
approval for oral credit. ' ' Two such examinations were held during 
the year and the second one was considerably more satisfactory 
than the first in regard to successful candidates, which leads us to 
believe in the ever increasing efficiency of modem language 
teachers 

Dr. Jonas of the DeWitt Clinton High School, New York City, 
spoke of the Equipment of a Modem Language Teacher. His 
idea of a school year consisting of four terms instead of two, of 
which the teacher would have to teach only three, seemed rather 
attractive. This plan ought to meet with the approval of the 
school authorities that favor an all-year-round session and at the 
same time give a longer vacation to the teacher who might even 
increase it to six months by teaching six terms in succession. This 
would enable him or her to spend a few months abroad in fo'reign 
study and travel and really make him get acquainted with the 
country and the people whose language he ptirposes to teach here 
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Last but not least, the writer wishes to make mention of the 
get-together dinner as a most enjoyable and successful occasion. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : Presi- 
dent, J. B. E. Jonas, DeWitt Clinton High School, New York 
City; first vice-president, Felix A. Casassa, Hutchinson Central 
High School, Buffalo; second vice-president, A. S. Paterson, 
Syracuse University; secretary-treasurer, Arthur G. Host, Troy 
High School; director for 1919, Frances Paget, Morris High 
School, New York City; member of Committee on Syllabus and 
Examinations, Carl F. Siekmann, Lafayette High School, 
Buffalo ; director for the Federation, Frank Coe Barnes, Union 
College. C. Kreykenbohm. 

Mt. Vernon High School, N. Y. 

On December second at Goucher College, Baltimore, the annual 
meeting of the Middle States and Maryland Modem Language 
Association was held. 

President Hoskins in his address gave a very complete and 
interesting report about the origin, growth and prospects of the 
Federation and of the Modern Language Journal. 

The report of the retiring Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Claudine 
Gray of Htmter's College, showed a balance of more than ninety 
dollars in the treasury after paying the expenses of the Committee 
on Investigation and Resolutions. A very hearty vote of thanks 
was given to Miss Gray for her faithful, enthusiastic and most 
efficient work as secretary-treasurer. 

Professor William A. Hervey of Columbia University read a 
supplementary report of the Committee on Investigation and 
Resolutions on which he has done such painstaking and valuable 
work. Professor Hervey resigns as Chairman of the Committee 
but remains as one of its members. 

College Entrance Examinations in French and German was the 
subject of Professor Whitney's paper. She discussed types of 
college entrance papers in French and German. She mentioned 
one fact that should be emphasized wherever such discussions arise. 
If a teacher gives her pupils a sufficient knowledge of French or 
German, they are prepared for any type of examination. 

Mr. L. A. Roux of Newark Academy read an excellent paper on 
College Entrance Examinations in French and their influence on 
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the Teaching of French in Secondary Schools. He made a very 
important point in favor of the oral requirement for college 
entrance when he spoke of the desirability of hindering a cramming 
of enough grammar and translation to pass a college entrance 
examination. It can be done with marvelous speed by a good 
tutor, if the pupil is not required neither to pronounce or read the 
language in the original or to understand it when read. 

Dr. Mary E. Burchinal of the West Philadelphia High School for 
Girls read a spirited and witty paper on the subject, "What should 
an examination in German disclose as to the ability of a student at 
the end of the High School cotirse?" 

Dean Murray P. Brush of Johns Hopkins was to have spoken on 
" Oral French in High Schools and College Entrance Examinations" 
but he was unavoidably absent through the death of a near relative. 

It was unanimously decided to drop all members who had paid 
no fees for two years. 

A nominating committee of three members, Professors A. A. 
M6:as, Frohlicher and Miss Emma Haigh, and an auditing 
committee consisting of Dr. de Sauz6, Dr. Burchinal and Miss 
Emma Haevenick were appointed by the chair. 

A motion was carried unanimously that the Middle States and 
Maryland Association favors the proposal to have a joint commit- 
tee of the Modem Language Association draw up a syllabus of 
texts as proposed by Professor Davidsen at the annual meeting in 
Buffalo of the New York State Association. The president was 
authorized to appoint two members on such a commission, and on 
motion of Professor Hervey the Executive Council was authorized 
to pay the printing and traveling expenses of these members. 

Professor Hoskins gave it as his opinion that the question of oral 
and aural tests will not be handled properly until the College 
Entrance Board Examiners take it up and tintil the results of such 
tests from an integral part of the entrance examination. The two 
parts of the examination should work together and should take 
place at one time as far as possible. Let us all ask our respective 
colleges and schools to urge the College Entrance Board to give this 
matter the careful consideration it deserves. 

The following officers for 19 16-17 were elected unanimously: 
President, Professor John P. Hoskins, Princeton University; 
first vice-president, Professor Marian P. Whitney, Vassar College; 
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second vice-president, Professor J. P. W. Crawford, University of 
Pennsylvania ; secretary-treasurer, Professor Anna Woods Ballard, 
Teachers College, Columbia University; directors, Dean Murray 
P. Brush, Johns Hopkins; Miss Annie Dunster, William Penn 
High School, Philadelphia; Miss Ethel Wilson, Teachers' Training 
School, Wilmington. 

The Federation of Modern Language Teachers' Association — 
Chairman, John P. Hoskins; secretary-treasurer, Anna Woods 
Ballard. 

Directors for The Modern Language Association of Middle States 

and Maryland — Dr. Mary Burchinal, High School for Girls, West 

Philadelphia; Professor H. C. Davidsen, Cornell University. 

Anna Woods Ballard. 
Teachers College, Columbia University. 

As it is difficult to import pictures from Europe just now, teachers 
of German may be interested to know that the September number 
191 2 and the February number 1915 of The National Geographic 
Magazine contain many beautiful illustrations of German cities 
and German life. They can be bought in Washington, price 25 
cents a nimiber. These pictures, mounted on card board, form a 
valuable addition to the equipment of the school for modem 
language teaching. 



At this time, when all our Modem Languages are discussing the 
training of teachers in French and German, it may be of interest to 
readers of The Journal to know that Vassar College is canning 
out, for the first time, a plan for a graduate year in German leading 
to the degree of Master of Arts, and especially intended for those 
who mean to teach the language in otir secondary schools. The 
graduate students are few in number this first year, but are perhaps 
all the more fortunate for that, as, living in the German House 
with two instructors in the department, they have an opportunity 
to hear and speak fully as much German as they would if they 
were in the country itself. Their work includes not only German 
literature and philology, but a thorough course in methods of 
teaching and in "Volks- und Landeskunde," so that, on taking 
the degree, they will be well fitted for the practical as well as the 
theoretical and literary side of their work as teachers of German. 
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*The Constructive Quarterly for September contains what is cer- 
tainly one of the best reviews in English of French Literatitre dur- 
ing the war. It is by M. J. Calvet, Professor in the College 
Stanislaus, Paris. The article is prefaced by an excellent though 
brief consideration of the state of literature when the war broke out, 
then takes up the works of authors who have died on the field, 
quoting most appropriately some lines written by P6guy but a 
short time before his death; there follow some pages on the 
literatiure which preceded the war in point of time, but which are 
important for the understanding of this epoch, as Nolly's Le 
Conqu^ant and Psichari's Voyage du Centurion, both of which 
are analyzed. Of the many books actually called forth by the 
conflict, the most important are named and briefly characterized. 
The four which we will agree with the writer in considering the best 
are taken up more in detail. These fotir, already well known to 
specialists, but deserving to be still more widely read in this coun- 
try are Marcelle Tinajae's La VeillSe des Armes, Bourget's Le 
Sens de la Mort (which came cut in the Revue des Deux Mondes). 
Provost's Adjutant Benoit and Ren6 Benjamin's Gaspard. 



The School Review for November contains an unusually good 
article on French Phonetic Training, by A. S. Bov6e. An excellent 
table of sounds is given. 



•George H. Doran Co., New York. 



